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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: AO, CARR, CASC 

SUBJECT: IMPRISONED US MERCENARIES 

REF: A) ROME 21029, B ) STATE 297393 

1 . MFA (RACHELE) BRIEFED US JANUARY 6 ON AMBASSADOR VECCHI'S 
NEW YEAR'S EVE VISIT TO ACKER AND GRILLO. VECCHI REPORTED 
THAT THE PHYSICAL CONDITION OF BOTH PRISONERS IS GOOD, 

AND THAT GRILLO'S WOUNDS ARE NOW HEALED. GRILLO'S MORALE 
ALSO SEEMED TO BE HIGH BUT VECCHI FOUND ACKER GENERALLY 
DEPRESSED. VECCHI GAVE ACKER TWO LETTERS RECENTLY RE- 
CEIVED FROM HIS FATHER AND CONVEYED FATHER S CONCERN ABOUT 
HIM. ACKER DID NOT SEEM TO BE INTERESTED IN CORRESPONDING 
WITH HIS FAMILY BUT VECCHI URGED HIM TO WRITE, IF ONLY 
TO TEST WORKABILITY OF NEW MAIL SYSTEM (PARA 2). 

2. VECCHI EXPLAINED TO ACKER AND GRILLO PLAN NOW AGREED 
UPON WITH ANGOLAN AUTHORITIES FOR FLOW OF MAIL TO AND 
FROM PRISONERS. PRISONERS WILL GIVE MAIL TO ANGOLAN SECURITY 
AUTHORITIES WHO WILL PASS IT TO FOREIGN AFFAIRS MINISTRY 
WHICH WILL GIVE IT TO VECCHI. VECCHI WILL POUCH MAIL 

TO RACHELE WHO WILL GIVE IT TO EMBOFF. WE PRESUMABLY 
WOULD SEND SUCH MAIL ON TO ANGOLAN DESK. PRISONERS 
MAY ALSO RECEIVE MAIL THROUGH THIS PROCESS IN REVERSE. 
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WE ASSUME THAT WE WOULD GET MAIL FOR THEM FROM 
DEPARTMENT WHICH WE WOULD PASS ON TO RACHELE FOR 
ONWARD DELIVERY. 

3. WE WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT S CONFIRMATION OF 
ACCEPTABILITY OF ABOVE SYSTEM. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

4. RACHELE ADDED THAT VECCHI HAS AS YET NO INFORMA- 
TION ON GEORGE GAUSS (REF B).GARDNER 
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